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Sunshine, barbecue and thrills
were the name of the game at the
April 5 NASA-JSC Family Picnic
as a sell-out crowd took advan-

tage of the opportunity to mingle with
friends and experience the excitement
of Astroworld.

JSC Employee Activities Association
President Ginger Gibson said this
year’s picnic, the fourth in a row to be
held at Astroworld, drew more than
3,000 NASA badged employees,
retirees, contractors and their families
and friends.

“It was an overwhelming success. We
had a beautiful day, there was good
food and great entertainment and
Astroworld fun,” said Gibson, who
chaired this year’s picnic committee.

Photographs show some of the fun
that took place at Astroworld’s A&W
Ranch, where JSC workers gathered to

enjoy barbecue and each other’s com-
pany, play horseshoes or volleyball and
listen to music. In addition, those who
made it to the ranch received free com-
plementary passes for another visit at
Astroworld later this year.

1 – The Texas Wildflower a cappella
singers, provided by the Houston
Livestock Show & Rodeo speakers
committee, croon to folks at the A&W
Ranch from on stage.

2 – A young picnic-goer gets a face
painting by one of the Astroworld Arts
artists. Children of all ages received
removable adornments ranging from
flowers to rocket ships throughout the
day.

3 – Sylvester welcomes picnickers to
the A&W ranch. He was just one of the
Warner Brothers characters on hand.

4 – Members of the Houston
Livestock Show & Rodeo dance team

display the latest steps and teach them
to anyone brave enough to try. Country
dancing was available for those who
hadn’t twirled too much already on the
amusement park’s rides.

5 – A melodrama put on by the
Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo play-
ers draws intense concentration from
youngsters, joined on the floor by a
rodeo clown.

6 – Whether in sunshine or shade,
JSC employees enjoy a barbecue meal
and a cold drink as they take a break
from the whirlwind of Astroworld rides.

7 – Leti Fenner displays a smiling
face and a balloon animal, both com-
mon sights at the picnic.

8 – Twin Astronauts Mark and Scott
Kelly sign autographs for a line of eager
picnickers. Fellow Astronaut Jim Reilly
worked the earlier shift with the auto-
graph pen.

9 – Thufferin’ thuccotath, it’th a thur-
prithe! A young picnicker gets a big sur-
prise from a large, furry character.

10 – The melodrama’s good guy,
holding his white hat, tells the tale as
the troupe exhibits its musical, dramatic
and sartorial talents on the A&W stage.

11 – Several of the Melodrama play-
ers give a sidelong glance to the audi-
ence during a performance that
involved an Old West shoot out, a das-
tardly villain (shown here with a das-
tardly mustache), a damsel in distress
and, of course, a hero.

12 – Sylvester kisses the hand of pic-
nic coordinator Ginger Gibson.

13 – Picnic volunteer Susan O’Keefe,
left, and picnic organizers, from left,
Melody Nation, Dick McMinimy, Mavis
Ilkenhans, Norma McMinimy and Steve
Fernandez keep track of the activities
as the fun continues around them. ❑
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Sunshine, friendship, fun highlight JSC Family Picnic
Sell-out crowd gathers at Astroworld for annual center get together


